
The Narrative Report:
Only on the Objective Arts 

Behavioral Health Analytics Platform (BHAP)

Storytelling can be an important part of data analysis. While the Objective Arts BHAP has 
become known as the technology infrastructure to support the CANS at a large scale - be it 
provider, county or state - the technology also offers new ways to explore CANS data at an 
individual client level: using reports that facilitate storytelling to generate a clearer picture for the 
clinician. One such tool is the Narrative Report. This report compares multiple CANS results 
taken over time, to communicate what’s changed, and what’s important at a glance.

The Narrative Report begins with a concise summary of needs across all the CANS domains, 
affectionately referred to as “the Flag”. The summary identifies immediate high needs, current 
areas where help is needed, and previous needs that have already shown improvement over 
time. The different levels of need are color coded to facilitate the rapid assimilation of the 
information. 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Below his high-level summary, the narrative report expands upon the key areas, showing 
specifically how scores have changed over the course of three CANS assessments. This 
provides the clinician with context that would otherwise be unavailable from a single 
assessment. Additionally, help text on the report reminds the clinician or social worker of what 
each CANS item means in detail. While BHAP provides an enormous amount of data-crunching 
power in the background, here that power is channeled towards making CANS data simple and 
useful.

At the top of this section, the Narrative Report calls out the most immediate or intensive needs 
from the most recent assessment. Color coded to alert the reader to their urgency, the clinician 
can now see a clear summary of what’s most immediately actionable, in context to both 
previous assessment scores and less critical needs.
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Additionally, specific items that no longer indicate high need can be seen on context with 
previous evaluations. The report  can tell the story continuous gradual improvement, or more 
rapid progress. The narrative report offers an advantage here over individual CANS 
assessments, where those stories can be hidden.

The narrative report offers the clinician new insights on client strengths as well as needs. As 
with the other report items, strengths are also displayed in context of previous assessments. 
The clinician can now see trends and changes quickly and clearly. The story of how a clients 
strengths progress over time can be uses to inform treatment decisions, and result in more 
effective and more informed care.

Objective Arts developed the narrative report hand in hand with one of our clients. Using our 
own collaborative model, BHAP makes best practices and insights from researchers who use 
our system available to all. In this way, the smaller provider can take advantage of the research 
and analysis work done by BHAP’s larger institutional and county-level clients.

Call us today to get started: 847-417-0535 
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